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Fragrant, Fashionable Phlox:

INTRODUCING VOLCANO RUBY:

6th IN SERIES OF MILDEW-TOLERANT VOLCANO PHLOX 

Fabulous, fragrant garden phlox are oh so fashionable again.   American gardeners with a sense of style are on the lookout for top-performing cultivars that display all the panache of this native American bloomer, but without the mildew that plagues so many varieties.  Enter Volcano™ Ruby, newest addition to the nationally-available series of highly mildew-tolerant Volcano phlox from Anthony Tesselaar Plants.  


Volcano is a remarkable series of perennial Phlox paniculata that first debuted in the U.S. in spring of 2004.  Gardeners across the country have responded to Volcano’s compact, sturdy growth habit, high volume of bright flowers and extreme tolerance of the powdery mildew that plagues many other phlox. 

Outshines Flame

Volcano were hybridized from heirloom phlox varieties discovered behind the former Iron Curtain by noted Dutch hybridizer Goos Bartels.  Bartels, who also developed the popular Flame series of phlox, said, “Volcano represents new, improved breeding.  The Volcano varieties are more resistant to mildew, with bigger flower heads, more flowers and new, highly desirable colors for phlox. The Volcano series has better reds and now introduces the first ever phlox in plum red, Volcano Ruby.”



The spring 2007 introduction of Volcano Ruby brings the number of available Volcano colors to six:  Ruby, Pink with a White Eye, White, Red, Purple with a White Eye, and Pink with a Red Eye.  All are fragrant.  All are available nationwide, late April through June, wherever fine plants are sold.  Additional colors are in the pipeline.  

Great Garden Attributes


Volcano phlox are prized by gardeners for their dense, upright multi-branched form, with up to 15 to 30 sturdy stems by the second season.   They are low growing, reaching 24 to 40 inches tall.  This compact form is notable for Phlox paniculata, a species where varieties can reach 5 feet tall.  Unlike most other phlox which are notorious for flopping over in the garden if not staked, Volcano’ sturdy multi-branched stems tend to keep its flowers upright for display all season.  They also recover well after heavy rains.

A Phlox that Can take the Heat


Volcano are extremely floriferous, with flower clusters of up to 125 flowers or more per stem.  Mature Volcano provide masses of color from June through October. Cutting the plants back after their first flush of bloom encourages repeat bloom later in the season. Their exceptional mildew tolerance effectively extends the zones in which they can be grown successfully.  Volcano are hardy in USDA zones 4 through 10.  They perform best in full sun (a minimum of six hours of direct sun daily), but tolerate partial shade (minimum of four hours of sun daily).  In very hot climate zones, they perform best in partial shade.   They are ideal for planting in beds and borders and container plantings and are excellent in mass landscape plantings.  

Volcano are extremely tolerant of, but not impervious to, mildew.  In most circumstances where mildew is a problem, the plant may exhibit some mildew, but not defoliate or be otherwise adversely affected.  All phlox will tolerate moderately dry conditions, but perform best when well watered.  

Even mildew-resistant plants benefit from good gardening practices that discourage mildew development.  Overhead watering, or watering at night, can promote mildew in the garden in general.  Volcano should be planted 12- to 18-inches apart to encourage good air circulation.  In spring, use a controlled-release, balanced flowering plant food.  

American Exiles Discovered After Cold War


The Volcano phlox story begins at the end of the Cold War, when members of the Dutch hybridizing firm Bartels Stek visited Eastern Europe in the hopes of finding exceptional plant material behind the former Iron Curtain.  Among their discoveries was a group of what could only be described as American exiles – varieties of Phlox paniculata that, while native to North America, were currently unknown or had been lost in the West.   


The discovered varieties weren’t fragrant or floriferous, but they were very disease-tolerant.  Cross-breeding in Holland eventually yielded the exciting line of phlox now available under the Volcano brand.  Volcano have all the fragrance and abundant flowering prized in common Western varieties combined with the compact growth habit and high natural disease-tolerance of the Iron Curtain exiles.  According to breeder Goos Bartels, “These are the best phlox we have seen.”


Volcano are available at fine garden centers and national garden retailers coast-to-coast, or by mail-order from Willow Creek Gardens, www.willowcreekgardens.com.
Volcano are an introduction of Anthony Tesselaar Plants of Melbourne, Australia.  Tesselaar is an international marketer of exclusive, high-quality plants selected for their superlative performance, easier-care attributes, big color and long bloom seasons.  Gardeners and landscapers in the U.S. are most familiar with the company’s leading brands: Flower Carpet® roses, Tropicanna® cannas, Storm™ agapanthus, ColorFlash™ astilbe, Bonfire™ begonias and Volcano™ phlox.


For more information visit www.tesselaar.com.
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