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 It’s a Sizzler:

NEW BEGONIA BONFIRE

THRIVES IN SUN NOT SHADE


Bonfire™, a robust new, patented variety of Begonia boliviensis with masses of pendulant fiery orange/red flowers, crackles onto the scene with a new twist for begonias – it thrives in full sun.   Traditionally, begonias have been relegated to the shady spots of the garden.  Bonfire is the first in a fiery new line of begonias that bring fabulous flowers and exciting foliage into the sunniest spots of the bed or border.

New Line of Breeding

Bonfire represents an entirely new line of begonia breeding.  Most of the common begonias found on the market today can trace their lineage to varieties discovered in Peru and Bolivia in 1864 by Englishman Richard Pearce.   Bonfire, however, is a hybrid of seeds discovered in 1990, in the cloud-shrouded forests of the mountains of northern Argentina and Bolivia, by an expedition of the New Zealand Institute for Crop & Food Research Limited.


After more than a decade of breeding, Bonfire was chosen for its exceptional beauty, long flowering period, dense vigorous stems, and specific attributes including flower size, shape, coloring and exceptional sun tolerance, which is very rare in begonias.

Top Performer

The plant is a stunner, crackling with an abundance of fiery red-orange pendulous blooms highlighted by rich green serrated foliage edged in red.  Fully half covered in blooms, with a neat, bushy habit, it flowers profusely from early summer through early frost.  The plants are exceptionally vigorous, handling heat and cold better than many begonia varieties.  Unlike most begonias, which require protection from sun, Bonfire thrives in full sun or partial shade.


Bonfire is a hardy perennial in warm weather zones, USDA 9 to11, but its rapid growth makes it an outstanding annual in all parts of the country.  Bonfire begonias are equally at home as potted plants, in patio pots or in the garden border.  In small containers or hanging baskets, these colorful performers grow up to 18 inches in diameter.  In larger containers or in the garden they will grow into spectacular rounded bushes of up to two to three feet in diameter in only four to six weeks.

A Huge Hit in Europe

To date, Bonfire has been released in Europe, Australia and New Zealand, and now, the U.S.  It has proved highly popular, especially in Europe where it quickly caught the eye of style-conscious landscapers.  Bonfire was chosen by the landscaping firm contracted to decorate the recent Ryder Cup golf tournament at the K Club in Straffan, County Kildare, Ireland.  Tournament landscape designers planted 1,500 Bonfire in tree-like arrangements on 7-foot towers and in beds positioned strategically around the clubhouse and the famous Arnold Palmer-designed golf course.


In the U.S. the saucy redhead is already making waves.  Bonfire was chosen as a “2006 Outstanding New Variety” in field trials conducted by the University of Florida.

In Europe, the new variety has also been featured prominently, winning a merit certificate at Courson, France and the Gold award from the German government testing stations.

From the People Behind Flower Carpet


Bonfire will be widely available coast-to-coast, wherever fine plants are sold.  The variety is brought to the U.S. by Anthony Tesselaar Plants of Melbourne, Australia.  Gardeners and landscapers in the U.S. are most familiar with the company’s leading brands: Flower Carpet® roses, Tropicanna® cannas, Volcano™ phlox, Storm™ agapanthus, and ColorFlash™ astilbe.  For more information on Tesselaar varieties visit www.tesselaar.com.
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