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Begonia Bellfire™ is second in the new Bonfire Series of Begonia boliviensis introduced by Anthony Tesselaar Plants of Melbourne, Australia.  It has a profusion of coral pink, pendant bell-shaped flowers from early summer through frost that cover up to half of the bushy upright plant.  Its glossy dark green leaves are accented by plum-coloring on the undersides and serrated edges.  This is a low maintenance, easy-care plant.  Unlike other tuberous begonias, which must be planted in shade, the Fire series begonias absolutely should be planted in full sun for best results.  They don’t just survive in the sun, they thrive in full sun and summer heat.  Gaining good size fast in early summer, they “grow like a plant on fire!” 

As was Bonfire, the first in the new series, Bellfire was hybridized from the seeds of plants discovered in the cloud-shrouded mountain forests of South America by a team of plant hunters from New Zealand. 

Begonias were first introduced to Europe in 1650 by South American explorer Francisco Hernandez.  The earliest tuberous begonias for commercial production were discovered in 1864 by famed English plant hunter Richard Pearce on expeditions to Peru and Bolivia.  The heritage of most forms available today is traceable to the original four species he discovered.

Bonfire & Bellfire, however, represent an entirely new line of begonia breeding.

In 1990, the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries mounted an expedition to South America to search for new, rare and unusual plants.  Several new varieties of Begonia boliviensis were among their most exciting discoveries.  These varieties were found in the warm microclimates of ravines on the southern bluffs of the mountain forests found in northern Argentina and Bolivia at elevations of 3,500 to 4,200 feet.

Brought back to New Zealand, the seeds of the plants became the foundation of a decade-long hybridization process of selection and trialing.  Bonfire was the first selection of the breeding to be brought to market.  Bellfire is the second.  Bellfire and Bonfire share most strengths and attributes but differ in flower and leaf coloring and growth habit.  Bellfire has coral flowers, green/plum leaves and an upright bushy habit perfect for use in containers or the garden bed.  Bonfire has orange-red flowers, green leaves edged in red, and a flowing cascading habit, making it a great choice for hanging baskets, window boxes, pots and containers, display on pedestals and anywhere its lush cascading habit can be shown to advantage. The complementary colors and habits make the two Fire begonias a great combination when planted together.
Bellfire™  at a Glance:

· abundant fiery coral-pink pendulous flowers
· thrives in full sun and partial shade
· handles more heat and cold than many other begonia varieties
· upright bushy growth habit
· flowers from early summer through early frost
· vigorous, low-maintenance
· excellent for outdoor containers, window boxes and in the landscape
· new line of begonia breeding
Anthony Tesselaar Plants of Melbourne, Australia, is an international marketer of high-quality plants selected for their superlative performance, easier-care attributes, big color and long bloom seasons.  Gardeners and landscapers in the U.S. are most familiar with the company’s leading brands: Flower Carpet® roses, Tropicanna® cannas, ColorFlash™ astilbe, Volcano™ phlox,  Storm™ agapanthus, Festival Grass™ cordyline, and Bonfire™ begonias.
FACTS ABOUT Bellfire™ 
	Botanical Name:
	Begonia boliviensis    

	Parentage:
	

	Hardiness:
	Hardy in USDA zones 9 through 11.

	Flower Color:
	Coral pink flowers

	Flowering Period:
	Flowers early summer through early frost. 

	Flower Size:

	1 1/2 to 2 inches.

	Number of Flowers:
	Up to 50% of bush is covered with bell-shaped pendant flowers.

	Fragrance:
	Not fragrant

	Foliage:
	Glossy dark green leaves are accented by plum-coloring on the undersides and serrated edges.

	Plant/Size:
	Grows up to 2 1/2 feet high by 2 1/2 feet wide.

	Growth Habit:
	Bushy upright habit.

	Growth Pattern:
	In full sun, plant gains considerable size by early summer.

	Suggested Uses:
	Ideal for containers, indoor pots and in the landscape.


CULTURAL REQUIREMENTS

	Soil Needs: 

	Performs best in well-drained, friable soil or a good quality potting mix.  Good drainage is essential.

	Light Needs:
	Best performance when planted in full sun.  Will tolerate light shade well. In heavy shade may stretch or spread producing lower growth, and smaller flowers.

	Water Needs:
	Drought tolerant once established.  For best results keep soil slightly moist during the growing season,  spring through autumn.

	Spacing:
	Plant 20 inches apart.

	Fertilizer:
	Fertilize with controlled-release flower formula in spring.

	Pruning/ Pinching
	Branches naturally, but will benefit from a pinch early in the season to encourage side branching and more compact growth.

	Special Care:
	No special care.

	Disease Tolerance:  
	As with all tuberous plants, if grown in heavy wet soils or over watered, stems can rot from fungal diseases.

	Pest Issues:
	Generally not damaged by pests, though white fly may cause damage.
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